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ROTARACT OVERSEAS PROJECT – The Gambia, West Africa
The Gambia is a former British Colony and is the smallest country in Africa.  The country is surrounded by Senegal and is named after the River Gambia which flows through the centre of the country with no part being more that 15 miles from the river bank.  

The climate is tropical with dry season from November to June, and rainy season July to October.  For this reason the project is planned for January or February 2009 when temperatures are around 30 degrees centigrade but there is no rain.
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Misira and Sambel are remote rural villages about 8 hours from Banjul, the capital of The Gambia.  The main industry is farming for groundnuts and the women of the village grow rice to feed their family and trade for other items.  Transport is generally by donkey & cart and the villages are within walking distance of each other.  

Water is a precious commodity and has to be collected from village bore hole and carried back to the family compound.  Laundry is carried 3km to the river for washing.  There is a small clinic in Sambel Kunda but it is not enclosed and therefore at the mercy of animal fouling.  There are no toilet facilities for patients waiting outside the clinic to see visiting doctor.

Aims:

To improve the daily lives of villagers in these remote villages by improving water supplies and building a washhouse for laundry and animal watering trough in Misira, and protecting and improving existing clinic facilities by building a wall around clinic and simple toilet facilities in Sambel Kunda.  

How:

1. Improve existing bore hole or dig new bore hole in Misira

2. Install framework and storage tank for water from bore hole in Misira

3. Install solar powered pump & pipework to pump water around the village from the bore hole/tank.  

4. Install 4 lockable standpipes at strategic points around village including planned washhouse.  Village elder to be responsible for locking and unlocking and set up means of collecting small charge for water to enable future repair costs to be paid.

5. Build washhouse in Misira for women to do the laundry.  Women currently have to walk almost 3 kilometres to the river to do the washing.

6. Install trough to collect waste water in order to provide water point for horses and donkeys to improve animal welfare in Misira

7. To build wall around clinic area in Sambel Kunda to improve cleanliness by keeping out animals.

8. To dig 2 long drop toilets in patient waiting area to improve sanitary conditions

9. To provide and distribute mosquito nets to community at end of project and arrange for Gambian educators to give health talk at clinic at end project.

10. Help to set up financial means for village elders to be able to maintain water supply and annual treatment of mosquito nets.

Additionally – if funds allow

11. To provide 2 mopeds for local educators to get around other local villages to improve education and knowledge on health and animal welfare.  This would help with long term outreach programme.

Supplies will be bought locally and local craftsmen employed to work alongside volunteer team of Rotarians and Rotaractors.  

Team Size:

It is envisaged that a team of around 5 Rotarians and 10 Rotaractors will be required to carry out the project.  The team would be led by Rotarian Richard Burnett who does have experience of building and plumbing but plumbing and solar heating knowledge would be useful within team.

Accommodation:

We have been offered the use of the clinic for accommodation and bedding in form of mattresses will be provided locally.  Meals will be organised by locals for the team.  Living at one of the sites of work will enable volunteers to get to understand the cultural and life style differences between the UK and West Africa.  

Due to travelling times and distances, it may be necessary to stay the first night in the Banjul area and travel to Sambel Kunda early the next day.

Local Assistance/Contacts:

Unfortunately the 2 Rotary clubs in The Gambia are not in a position to assist but we have tremendous local assistance from David & Stella Brewer of the Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Centre at Badi Mayo near Sambel Kunda and Heather Armstrong of The Gambia Horse & Donkey Trust in Sambel Kunda and their staff.  Contacts are based in the area of the project and have telephone and e-mail connections.

When:

Friday 30 January to Friday 13 February 2009.
Site Visit:

Rotarians Richard & Sue Burnett visited the area in January 2008 to meet with village elders and contacts in The Gambia to get further information and photographs of the site areas.  Full details will be available from that visit shortly.
Cultural Exchange:
The area of the project is a remote agricultural area around Gambian national park and participants will gain first hand knowledge of the way rural Gambians live and work.    

Additionally visits to the Horse & Donkey Sanctuary in Sambel Kunda and the world famous Chimpanzee Rescue Trust on Baboon Islands in the River Gambia in the Gambia national park will enable volunteers to see the long term sustainable animal welfare work being done in the area.

Costs:

This project is estimated to cost in the region of £12,000.00 excluding the mopeds.

The individual cost is around £850 to £900.  This will be payable in instalments with the first £50 deposit payable with the application.  Further instalments will be paid as agreed, depending on timing of when the expenses have to be paid.  Cheques payable to Rotaract Overseas Projects.
Induction:

Once team have been selected, it is planned to hold a Go Gambia meeting where the team can meet and get to know one another and also hear more about the country to which they will be travelling and the local area to assist in preparing them for the project.

Further Information:

Please contact Claire Mercer for further information.

How to apply

The Rotaract Overseas Project to Gambia is open to all Rotaractors in Great Britain & Ireland. Although the project is primarily for Rotaractors in GB&I, there are also places for several Rotarians.

In order to apply for a place on the 2009 Rotaract Overseas Project to Gambia, please complete the attached application form. Application forms can also be downloaded from the RGBI website (www.rotaract.org.uk/rop). The deadline for applications is 15 April 2008, and a £50 deposit should accompany the completed form. This will be returned in full if your application is not successful.
The application form has space for you to indicate any relevant skills you can bring to the project. But remember that you do not need special skills, but simply enthusiasm, the will to work hard, and a good sense of humour. The selection team comprises the project team leader Richard Burnett, RGBI Chairman Paul Simon and Immediate Past RGBI Chairman Claire Mercer. All applicants will be notified by 30 April 2008 whether they have been successful.

Please direct any questions, and send your application, to:

Claire Mercer
75 Upper George Street, Higham Ferrers, Northants NN10 8JN, UK

Tel (UK): 01933 357402; (IRE): +44 1933 357402
rop@rotaract.org.uk

Rotaract Overseas Projects

Gambia, West Africa, February 2009
APPLICATION FORM

Please print out and complete this form and send it to: Claire Mercer, 75 Upper George Street, Higham Ferrers, Northants NN10 8JN, UK, together with:

· A deposit for £50 (cheque made payable to Rotaract Overseas Projects)

The deadline for applications is 15 April 2008
Full name:



Date of birth:


Age at 1 January 2009:



Rotaract/Rotary Club:


District:


Years in Rotaract/Rotary:



Home address for all correspondence:



Tel Home:


Work:


Mob:



Fax:


E-mail:



Passport number:

Passport expiry date:



Occupation:


Married/Single
Blood group:



Details of next of kin

Name:


Relationship:



Address (if different from above):



Tel Home:


Work:


Mob:



E-mail:



Skills you have to offer (please circle):

Heavy manual labour
Plumbing
Carpentry
Cooking

Moderate manual labour
Brick laying
Electrical
Mechanical

Light manual labour
Medical
Photography video/still
Gardening

Plastering
Roofing
Nursing
Teaching

Painting (walls) & art work
Singing ability
Agricultural (crops/animals)

Sense of humour indicate: 1 (excellent)
10 (very poor)

Other skills/attributes/previous experience you wish to tell us about:

· I accept the decisions of the project leader at all times and undertake to ensure I am up to date with the necessary vaccinations/inoculations etc, at my own expense, and will carry a valid vaccination certificate.

· If the project is oversubscribed, I accept the selection team’s decision without question or recrimination.

· I will not hold Rotary/Rotaract/project leaders responsible in the event of any incident or accident.

· In addition to the personal cost of £850, I will endeavour to raise funds towards the project funding (£12,000) which will be forwarded to the team leader as soon as practical before departure date.

· To my knowledge I am in good health and I agree to the above conditions.

Signed:


Date:



The information collected on this form will be kept confidential and will be used solely for team selection for the Rotaract Overseas Project in Gambia in February 2009, and subsequent project administration. Your name and contact details will be held by RGBI as per its Data Protection Policy set out below:

RGBI Collection and Use of Personal Membership Data

As part of its efforts to assist clubs and districts, and facilitate communication with Rotaractors and Rotarians, Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland (RGBI) collects personal data about Rotaract and Rotary club members and people who have taken part in Rotary programmes to be used solely for the purpose of conducting the following activities:

· Assisting Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland (RIBI) with preparing the annual Rotaract Directory.

· Preparing the directory of clubs and districts held on the RGBI website.

· Notifying Rotaract districts and clubs of people who have taken part in Rotary programmes and may be interested in Rotaract membership.

· Notifying Rotary districts and clubs of Rotaractors who are leaving Rotaract and may be interested in Rotary membership.

· Providing guidance to clubs and districts in their general activities and publicity efforts.

· Communicating key organisational messages and information to district leaders and to clubs for dissemination at the club level.

· Facilitating conference and special event planning.

RGBI may disclose personal membership data as required by law or if pertinent to judicial or governmental investigations.
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