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Update from the Chairman
Each month, Chairman Keith Pickles and the Exec Team will be updating you on what is
happening within their roles.

Dear Rotaractors of Great Britain and Ireland

I hope you are all well and enjoying 2009 so far!   How many New
Years Resolutions have been kept then???

We are fast heading into the Conference Period, and I have the
great honour of representing you all at the Inner Wheel
Conference in Belfast, followed by the RIBI conference in
Edinburgh.

I plan to share with them the huge successes RGBI has achieved
since the previous conferences including EUCO and Go Gambia.

Following on from Belfast and Edinburgh is our very own RGBI conference in Cardiff.   It's not too late to
book, be it for an afternoon or for the whole event, you'd be more than welcome.   All districts should
have representation along at the RGBI Conference, especially for the Sunday afternoon Council Meeting.

Following all the travelling, I just need to see if I can go to London and Dublin at some point in 2009 and I
will have been to all the Capitals within RGBI!

As the Rotary year flies by, we can start to reflect upon what we have achieved and I am pleased to
acknowledge another fantastic year within RGBI.  I would like to give particular mention and thanks to all
those involved in Go Gambia 2009 for such a magnificent achievement!

You will have recently received an email from Martin Coates regarding submitting your club and district
information for the 2009/10 Directory.  Please could you make sure you reply with the requested
information as soon as possible so that the data can be returned to RI by the May 1st deadline.

I am also now starting  to look ahead to the events planned for the rest of 2009 and beginning of 2010,
most notable of which are the Exciting plans for Banbury 2009 with a theme of around the world in 80
hours!

Please keep in touch, and remember, you have the power to make it happen, so don't just sit there and
wonder what if, get up and make that difference, you really can maKe it happen!

I look forward to seeing you all in Cardiff.

Your friendly neighbourhood RGBI Chairman



Epsom Rotaract Presentation to Wildlife Aid

Throughout the 2008/9 Rotary year, Epsom Rotaract chose Wildlife Aid, a wildlife rescue and
rehabilitation charity based in Leatherhead as their charity.  People may be familiar with them
through their TV series Wildlife SOS.

During the year the club worked hard to raise funds for Wildlife aid through events including a
sponsored walk up Mount Snowdon, organising a race night, a fancy dress pub crawl, a charity car
wash and stalls at local  local village days.

All the hard work and effort paid off when five members of the club visited the charity’s wildlife
hospital in Leatherhead to present Simon Cowell, the charity’s founder, with a cheque for £2,038.

The presentation was the second visit by  Epsom Rotaract to the hospital.  The first visit was made
in December 2008 when the club made a much needed donation of food  (pictured bottom right).
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When the team was chosen and I was told that I had  been selected, I can still remember where I was.  I
was in Hook, Hampshire with work and from that point time flew by to such an extent that I was soon
preparing to travel down to London to fly out to the Gambia as part of Go Gambia, the 2009 Rotaract
Overseas Project team.

Arriving in London and travelling across London made me realise just how much we, as society, take for
granted and what the Gambia would be like.

We all met up at Gatwick airport and after having our last full English Breakfast for two weeks, the yellow
army formed up and went GO GAMBIA!

The bright yellow t-shirts worn by the team were a brilliant way of attracting attention and people were
full of praise for what we were doing.

Arriving in Gambia, I was struck by the heat and how hectic it was.  Getting our bags at the airport was very
easy though... Gatwick Airport take note!

Later that night we attended a Rotary meeting
which was meant to start at 7:30pm.  The first
member turned up at 8:15pm.  Gambian time at it's
best...!

We met the local Rotarians, and four from the UK
who were already in the Gambia as part of the
project.  During the meeting, the Rotary Club of
Banjul was given thirty thousand dollars by the
Gambian President to go towards the
Rotary Foundation.

After a long day, we headed off to bed ready so we
were ready for the 6am start the next morning.

Continued overleaf......



As we travelled up country the roads got narrower and less maintained until we were on dirt tracks. Two
minibuses and three ferries later we arrived in Masiera.  We stayed in the horse and donkey sanctuary and
went to meet the villagers.

As we went for a walk around the villages we could really see that what we were going to be doing would
make dreams real and make a lasting difference to the lives of the villagers.
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Upon arrival in Maisera I was immediately struck by how warm and welcoming the villagers were and from
day one everyone helped out including the kids who helped to fill in the trenched that Phae, Sarah, Gabbi,
Donna and Nupur had dug.

At night having to use torches to look for something instead of switching on a light made me realise how
much we take for granted.  Going to work in the Gambia on the back of a pick up truck or some days on a
horse and cart makes the journey to work in the UK seem very dull.

Being so involved in the community we got to know so many people and got invited to a baby naming
ceremony and to a programme held in our honour and when the Alkala stood up to let the Go Gambia team
be seated, it showed how much the team was respected by the village.

The water tower and pumping system was completed and clean water flowed to the village for the first time
since  it was formed in 1953.

Continued overleaf......



The clinic grounds were fenced off in Sambel Kunda, the long drop toilets were finished, the clinic supplies
handed over and the wall built.

We, as a team, and Rotaract,as an organisation, left a legacy that will stay with the villages and me for many
years to come.   Mr Mboab , the clinic nurse in Sambel Kunda said "whoever brings water into the village
brings life and the Go Gambia team have brought life into the village"

Share Your Successes
Go Gambia 2009 - Rotaract Overseas Project - Martin Coates

My two weeks in the Gambia were an experience I will never forget and it goes to show the real
difference Rotaract and Rotaractors can make through projects like Go Gambia.

As we left Gatwick Airport, our journey as the team of Go Gambia 2009 came to an end but the new f
riendships  and sharing of memories are only just beginning.

Thank you to Sarah McNaughton & Martin Coates for the photographs used in this article.



Saturday 28th February saw over one hundred Rotaractors, Rotarians and friends gather together for the
District 1140 Gala Ball.

The 2009 Gala Ball was held at the Holiday Inn, Farnborough and was in aid of the Royal Marsden Cancer
Campaign.

The evening started with a lovely meal followed by speeches by District Governor Betty McClure and
Amanda Heaton from the Royal Marsden.   Amanda explained the project to create a dedicated Children's
and Young Person’s unit at their Sutton site.

After the formalities, guests were entertained by local girl-group XPlosion who soon had everyone up
singing and dancing.  After the great performance by Xplosion, the event carried on with a disco into the
early hours of the next morning.

The event raised £2,100 towards the new unit and District Chairman, Anthony Miles, said “It’s great that so
many people have helped to raise an amazing amount of money for such a worthwhile cause”

Thank you to everyone in D1140 who helped make the night such a great success!
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Its not too late to come to conference – bookings can still be made, please
contact us for details and packages that are available. Accommodation Packages should be booked as
soon as possible, please note that room availability is not guaranteed. There are still  a few Saturday
Night Gala Dinner options remaining. Day Delegates can book up until 29th April.

Highlight Gala DinnerHighlight Gala Dinner
with Welsh inspired  local menuwith Welsh inspired  local menu

by Ikonio playing hits
from Tom Jones, Shirley Bassey,
Charlotte Church and the
Stereophonics

Conference Charity
announced!

Find out more about what
they do and how they
improve young lives

VisitVisit www.rgbi2009.org.ukwww.rgbi2009.org.uk
emailemail or call Ali Croke 07940 982 141or call Ali Croke 07940 982 141

Its almost time…the RGBI Conference
2009 is right around the corner, so here’s
a peek at what’s going on

Go Gambia 2009 – discover
what happed during 14 days
in Africa and how the project
progressedSpecial guestSpecial guest

appearanceappearance
fromfrom
GethinGethin

Holland House Hotel & Spa

* * * *

during the 1st - 4th May



Role Name, Club & District Contact Email

Chairman Keith Pickles (Hart & Rushmoor 1140) Chairman@rotaract.org.uk

Administrator Claire Seale (Edinburgh 1020) rgbi.admin@rotaract.org.uk

Treasurer Andrew King (Carmarthan 1150) treasurer@rotaract.org.uk

International Claire Tennant (Deben 1080) international@rotaract.org.uk

Extension Martin Coates (Liverpool Hope 1180) membership@rotaract.org.uk

Rotary Liaison Richard Burnett (Westbourne 1110) rotary@rotaract.org.uk

Past Chairman Paul Simon (Colchester 1240) pastchairman@rotaract.org.uk

The 2008/9 Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Executive Team

If you have any articles or stories that you think other
clubs may be interested in, please send them to me, the
Newswire Editor, at editor@rotaract.org.uk).

Please send your articles and photos to us no later than
15th April 2009

Have your say......

RGBI Chairman 2008/09
Keith Pickles

Email:
chairman@rotaract.org.uk

Website: www.rotaract.org.uk

The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the views
of the Exec. Team or the Council

of Rotaract in Great Britain &
Ireland.

TEAM:
Together Everyone Achieves More

Dates for your diaries....

1-4 May 2009 RGBI Conference, Cardiff

3rd May 2009 RGBI Council Meeting (Cardiff)

14th June  2009 RGBI Council Meeting (Edinburgh)

18-20 June 2009 Rotaract  PreConvention, Birmingham

21-24 June 2009 RI 100th Convention, Birmingham

28 - 31 August 2009 Banbury Camping Rally


