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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
A RUBY FOR ROTARACT!

Rotaract is celebrating its 40th anniversary. Since its launch in 1968 by Rotary International, the organisation for young adults has been serving thousands of communities and helped to develop many peoples’ skills and abilities.  On the 13th March, 1968, the Rotaract Club of the University of North Carolina was the first Rotaract Club to receive its official charter. Four decades later, there are now more than 8,000 clubs worldwide, and Rotaract continues to go from strength to strength. To mark this achievement, many events are taking place across Great Britain & Ireland.

The highlight will be the Rotaract European Conference, EUCO, to be held in London this May. Around a thousand people from thirty five countries will be gathering in the Capital, uniting many different cultures and traditions. Among the celebrations will be a special gala dinner, taking place at the Novotel London West Hotel in Hammersmith.

As part of World Rotaract Week in early March, clubs across Great Britain & Ireland are planning events to help raise the profile of Rotaract and its milestone. In the south of England, District 1090 covering the Thames Valley, is organising a film night, a treasure hunt, and speakers on a variety of subjects. In addition, many Rotaractors will participate in a ten mile orienteering exercise called Moonraker, organised by a local Rotary Club. In the East Midlands, a 40th Anniversary Sunday lunch is being held on the 6th April, along with displays of Rotaract memorabilia past and present.
It is also a special year for Liverpool, hosting the Capital City of Culture for Europe, but also a momentous time for a brand new Rotaract Club launching on the 28th March. The Liverpool Hope Rotaract Club is the first UK club to be chartered in its Capital City of Culture year. It’s taking an active part in a global youth congress in June called “The Big Hope”, focusing on issues such as international development and the environment.

Lisa Burnett, organiser of the EUCO 2008 Conference, said: “Rotaract is a truly magnificent organisation with its members helping thousands of people around the world.  We are so proud that we are the hosts for the 10th Annual European Rotaract Conference in what is an extra special celebratory year marking the 40th anniversary of our great organisation.”
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For more information please contact:

Lisa Burnett

Tel: 07876 341334

Email: lisa.burnett@euco2008.com

NOTES TO EDITORS:

What is Rotaract?
Rotaract is a Rotary-sponsored service club for young men and women aged 18 to 30. Through the

Rotaract program, young adults not only augment their knowledge and skills, but they also address the physical and social needs of their communities while promoting international understanding and peace through a framework of friendship and service.

Rotaract is an opportunity to…

... be part of a fun, dynamic and unique International organisation for people aged 18-30, offering a wide range of activities that will enable you to try something new, whilst having a great time and meeting others.

Rotaract offers a wide choice of social activities, actively supports your local community, raises money for charity and gives you the opportunity to develop your personal skills and gain new life experiences n the UK and abroad.

As one of the most significant and fastest-growing programmes of Rotary service, with more than 8,000 Rotaract clubs in some 155 countries and geographic areas, Rotaract has become a worldwide phenomenon.

When was Rotaract formed?

Rotaract was officially inaugurated during January 1968 under RI President Luther Hodges. On 13 March 1968, the Rotaract Club of the University of North Carolina, sponsored by the Rotary Club of North Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, was the first Rotaract club to receive its official charter. Although this club is recognized as the first Rotaract club, Rotarians have been sponsoring similar organizations for young adults since the early 1920s.
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